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The primary purpose of the Jour-
nal is to present new research and
information to readers within the
public health community and be-
yond. The intention is to present
original work, and ensure that
readers are not misled into be-
lieving that submissions are origi-
nal when they are in fact dupli-
cations of authors’ prior work, or
of others’ work. The policy there-
fore is to not publish materials
that have been published else-
where, in print or electronically,
except for public health literature
presented as being of historical
relevance. The Journal recognizes,
however, that there are legitimate
exceptions to its policy prohibiting
duplicate publication, determined
by what may or may not constitute
original ‘‘publication.’’

Prior publication, for the Jour-
nal’s purposes, is understood as
any ostensibly ‘‘original’’ work
submitted by an author who is
aware that the essence of this
work, or a material component of
it, has already been published or
is pending publication. This re-
striction does not preclude limited
reliance on previously published
work provided that due reference
is made to the publication. On
submission of their manuscripts,
authors (including all coauthors)
will be required to verify that
their data, analyses, and support
of their arguments have not been
published and are not under con-
sideration for publication else-
where, and that any components
derived or adapted from prior
publications of the authors them-
selves or of others are adequately
acknowledged. Similarly, authors
must verify that they have not
derived or adapted components of

their submissions from unac-
knowledged unpublished work of
others, such as abstracts of con-
ference presentations, grant appli-
cations, or print or electronic
submissions.

Work originating in authors’
student dissertations or theses,
although available in college li-
braries, will be considered as
original, with due acknowledg-
ment. Manuscripts developing au-
thors’ own work previously pre-
sented only in published abstracts
or reports of conference presen-
tations, or in displayed conference
posters, will also be deemed orig-
inal unless the full paper was
made public in generally distrib-
uted printed or in electronic con-
ference proceedings. Submissions
will also be considered from au-
thors who disclose prior publica-
tion in a language other than
English. The Journal encourages
republication of its articles in
Spanish, for instance, and recip-
rocally will accept submissions
from authors whose prior publi-
cations, translated with the pub-
lishers’ consent and duly refer-
enced, are not already available to
those who read only English.

In case of doubt regarding their
conformity with this policy, au-
thors should explain in their cover
letters how their submissions sat-
isfy the criterion of originality. For
instance, their claim of a novel
interpretation of their own or
others’ published research data
should identify the source of prior
publication and the nature or
extent of the new interpretation.
Similarly, authors who invoke
their or others’ newly published
data to confirm or contradict their
own previously published theories

or analyses should explain what
the new submission adds to or
refines in their identified earlier
work. Submissions will be cau-
tiously considered when authors
explain that the purpose of sub-
mission is to present Journal
readership with previously pub-
lished materials, or variants of
such materials, of which this
readership is unlikely to be aware,
or to have convenient access. Au-
thors should then cite the source
of prior publication, its targeted
readership, and copyright ap-
proval of republication.

The Journal’s policy is not
designed punitively, but to pre-
serve the Journal’s and authors’
integrity in providing readers with
data, analyses, or other materials
to which they would not other-
wise have practical means of ac-
cess, and to comply with require-
ments of the laws of copyright and
against misappropriation (theft) of
intellectual property.
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