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CONCEPTS/PROPOSALS DEVELOPMENT GUIDE 

Guidelines for concept papers/proposals shall follow the Maseno University regulations.  Below is a 
checklist of important sections for a complete concept or proposal  

COVER PAGE 
Title of the application/proposal 
Names of the student and supervisors (where applicable) 
 
SUBSEQUENT PAGES 
Declaration 
Acknowledgement 
Table of contents 
List of figure 
List of tables 
An abstract (summary) of the proposed study/project not exceeding 300 words 
 
CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Introduction or background of the study/project 
1.2 Statement of the problem 
1.3 The rationale or justification of the study/project 
1.4 The hypothesi(e)s and/or research questions of the study/project 
1.5 Objectives of the study/project subcategorized into: 

1.5.1  Broad objective(s) 
1.5.2 Specific objective(s) 

1.6 Study limitations and how to minimize them  
 
CHAPTER 2 LITERATURE REVIEW 
2.1 Literature review of the study/project 
2.2 Conceptual framework 
 
CHAPTER 3 MATERIALS AND METHODS/ METHODOLOGY 
3.1 Description of the Study/project area/region 
3.2 Description of the Study population 

3.2.1 Inclusion criteria 
3.2.2 Exclusion criteria 

3.3 Study design/ Experimental design 
3.4 Sample size calculation 
3.5 Sampling methods 
3.6 Data collection instruments 
3.7 Data management/ processing and analysis 
3.8 Statement of ethics in human research 
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APPENDICES 
Appendix 1  Timeline/time frame  
Appendix 2  Detailed budgetary estimates 
Appendix 3  Consent forms 
Appendix 4  Data collection forms 
Appendix 5  Any other information relevant to the study being proposed 
 


